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Important Dates

October 15, 2019
❏ Board secretary/ clerk training  

@ HESD

October 15, 2019
❏ OBA Fall Regional Meeting, 5:30 

p.m. @ HESD

October 18, 2019
❏ Rural Writing Scoring & Donors 

Choose Workshop

November 8, 2019
❏ Collaborative Problem Solving 

Training

Check out our website!
www.harneyesd.k12.or.us
Twitter: twitter.com/HarneyService

Rural Health Fair

Tech Tips!
 

Don’t be a victim of fraudulent 
activity. Schools are increasingly a 

target for unscrupulous villains 
trying to steal money or access 

personal data. Be aware that email 
can be  easily manipulated to look 
legitimate. Check out page 4 of our 

newsletter for some timely 
information for National Cyber 

Security Awareness Month.

Harney ESD held its 2nd annual Rural Health Fair at Crane 
Elementary School on Wednesday, September 18th. All of Harney 
ESD’s component schools participated in this year’s event.  With 
help from the Lions Club, Harney District Hospital, Ruthie’s 
Photography, Symmetry Care, Harney County Sheriff’s Office, 
Advantage Dental, Kid’s Club, Harney District EMS and Harney 
ESD’s Speech and Language Department, our component 
schools were able to check off numerous screenings and learned 
important information. Within the span of a few hours, 180 
students went through 10 different stations which were a big hit. 
At the end of the morning, sack lunches were provided for all 
students, teachers and helpers.

A big thanks to Safeway for their 
delicious sub sandwiches!  A special 
“Thank You” goes out to Crane 
Schools for letting us use their facility, 
Eric Nichols for his assistance with 
planning this year’s event and to all 
those mentioned above that helped 
make the Health Fair a great success. 
We are already looking forward to next 
year!



Harney ESD

The staff from HESD joined the ECC staff for 
an inservice day of learning and growing 
together.  We delved into personality traits and 
how this can work effectively in an organization.  
We laughed, shared stories and learned 
together as we geared up for a brand new 
year..  
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HESD News

CONGRATULATIONS!
A BIG SHOUT OUT to the following teachers in Harney 
County for recognition of their outstanding teaching in a rural 
setting.

Katie Tracy of Pine Creek School, who  was selected as 
AITC (Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom) 2019 Educator 
of the Year. 

Jennifer Hauser and Stacey Moser who recently accepted 
the Oregon Science Teacher’s Association  2019 OTSE 
Outstanding Classroom Teacher at the Elementary and 
Middle School level for Region 6!  Jennifer and Stacey teach 
at Fields School. Connie Robbins (Crane High School) and 
Carolyn Koskela (Frenchglen Elementary) were selected to 
serve as the organization’s President and President-Elect. 
Way to go ladies! 

Professional Staff at HESD 
Ready for Adventure in 

2019-20
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Board News

Meet the 2019-2020 HESD Board of Directors
If ever an organization could boast about an All-Star Board of 
Directors, Harney ESD would hold its own anywhere. This 
well rounded group includes a retired veterinarian, a past 
owner of one of the most successful greenhouses in Oregon, 
a former Special Education Life Skills teacher who still 
substitutes, a retired physician, a retired superintendent, a 
rangeland scientist with a PhD, and the 2019 Harney County 
Fair Grand Marshall! Many of these individuals, successful in 
their own right, are also part of well-known ranching families 
who help make the history of our county. All are passionate 
about the education of each and every Harney County 
student. To learn more about our board members please visit 
Harney ESD’s board page on our website.

This year’s chair is 
Julie Weikel, who 
practiced 
veterinary 
medicine for over 
45 years and was 
a pioneer in the 
field of large 
animal practice.

Vice-Chair Doug Stott is a native 
Oregonian from Frenhglen and 
former owner and operator of the 
popular Redmond Greenhouse. He 
and his family run a ranch in 
Diamond.

Sandy Volle is a retired teacher and 
currently substitutes in various 
classrooms throughout the area. 
Between her involvement with the 
schools and her many volunteer 
activities, Sandy brings a wealth of 
insights  to the board position.

Born in Germany, Pat Sharp came to 
the United States to live at age 14. 
She and her husband, Tom, have 
lived in Harney County for 12 years 
and have a ranch east of Burns. A 
retired educator and superintendent, 
Pat now spends as much time as 
she can with her family.

Charles Dunten has served on the 
board of Harney ESD for over 30 
years. His vast knowledge of Harney 
ESD and education in Harney 
County is a huge asset for the 
organization. He has been part of 
the family ranch for over 70 years, 
enjoys watching his grandchildren in 
their events, and was 2019 Grand 
Marshall for the HC Fair.

Dan Brown is a life-long Oregonian 
who lives in Riley, where he and his 
wife, Mary, both retired physicians, 
now raise hay. Both Dan and Mary 
are Army veterans who served in 
Vietnam. With grandchildren in 
Double O School, the Brown’s can 
be found at many school functions.

Kirk Davies attended school at 
Crane and graduated from OSU 
with a PhD in Rangeland Ecology 
and Management. He is currently 
the lead Rangeland Scientist at the 
Eastern OR Agricultural Research 
Center. He and his wife, Lindsay, 
have three school-aged children. 
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The technicians at Harney ESD work hard to protect 
the security and safety of the network. In a field 
where constant change is the norm and brilliant but 
malicious minds are always poised to exploit any 
vulnerability, this is no easy task. The biggest 
vulnerability in any organization is...the people. Back 
ups and security software and filters can only help if 
the network users are wise and wary of malicious 
attacks. The front door may be locked and on 
videotape, but if a staff member or student invites 
risks by leaving windows open, the network can be 
endangered. The “windows” can range from bogus 
email that look authentic to suspicious web sites. If in 
doubt, give our tech department a call at 
541-573-4821.

The Student Success Act(SSA) (HB 3427) is bringing changes to 
Oregon Schools.  There are three elements to the SSA - Early Learning 
Account, Student Investment Account (SIA) and Statewide Initiatives.  
Equity is the driving vision behind the SSA.  The measure makes 
significant investments in programs to support historically underserved 
students.  The purpose of the SIA is to:  1.  meet the students’ mental 
and behavioral health needs, and 2.  increase academic achievement 
and reduce academic disparities for students of color, with disabilities, 
second language learners and students who may be homeless or in 
foster care.  

ESD’s have been identified in the SSA to provide technical assistance 
to school districts.  Part of what HESD offers is technical assistance in 
facilitating community engagement, outreach to underserved 
populations, assessment of district needs in order to improve student 
achievement, analysis of data on student performance, professional 
development and coaching and strategies for leveraging SSA 
resources.

Be on the lookout for a survey to help us determine what we are doing 
well and what resources and support you might need in order to assist 
in the improvement of student achievement.

National Cybersecurity Month

Big Changes for Oregon Schools
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Student Art Work for a Purpose!

Thank you students, for 
allowing us to display your art 
work, both here at the ESD 
and featured throughout our 
newsletter. Thanks to the 
teachers for sharing as well!

Harney ESD encourages all submissions to our newsletter. If an event is happening in 
your school, we’d be delighted to share it.  Thanks to all for all you do!
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Integrating Art & Science On Friday, September 20, 
Connie Robbins, Science and 
Art Teacher from Crane High 
School, and Carolyn Koskela, 
teacher at Frenchglen School 
lead a workshop to kick off the 
third year of the NGSS K-8 
Rural School Curriculum. This 
year focused on Science and 
Art Integration. The Studio to 
School Grant, awarded to 
Harney County Schools 
through the Oregon 
Communities Foundation, 
provided the funding for the 
attendees to leave the training 
with materials for completing 
each of the Science and Art 
lessons. There were 7 
teachers there to gain skills to 
integrate Science and Art. A 
great time was had by all in 
attendance.

 
Elks and American Legion conduct a 
Flag Retirement Ceremony at one of 

our rural schools.
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Crane: Homecoming Week and
Battle of the Books

It’s a tradition! Crane High School 
students annually  hike up the hill with 
paint and repaint the C with the Senior 
Class Graduation Year.

Crane High School students decorate 
the halls during Homecoming Week.

Crane Elementary had lots of activities too, as they 
had their BOB (Battle of the Books) kickoff. Crane 
incorporates all K-8 grades in their Battle of the 
Books. The national contest begins at Grade 3.


